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Material Health hazard with prolonged/repeated exposure

POLYURETHANE 
COATING (PAINT/
VARNISH/SPRAY)

• Damage to organs and central nervous system 
through inhalation/skin contact

• Mucous membrane and respiratory system 
irritation

• Causes serious eye irritation
• May cause drowsiness or dizziness
• Ingestion may cause nausea, diarrhoea  

and vomiting

CELLULOSE PAINT • Carcinogenic
• Damage to pregnancy/fertility
• Contains lead
• Damage to organs (hearing, liver,  

kidney, nervous system)
• Respiratory/lung damage

CELLULOSE 
THINNERS

• Damage to organs (central nervous system)
• Skin and eye contact may cause  

irritation
• Damage to pregnancy/fertility

BITUMEN PAINT • Damage to organs (central nervous system, eyes, 
skin, respiratory system)

• May be fatal if swallowed/inhaled
• May cause drowsiness or dizziness
• May cause skin dryness or cracking

STANDARD 
THINNER

• May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways
• Damage to organs if inhaled/skin contact
• Damage to pregnancy/fertility
• Corrosive to eyes
• Can be fatal if inhaled

CELLULOSE GUN 
WASH AC4 

• Damage to pregnancy/fertility
• Damage to organs  

(central nervous system)
• Fatal if swallowed

WHITE SPIRIT • Inhaled vapours may have a narcotic effect
• Damage to organs (central nervous  

system, eyes, skin, respiratory system)
• May be fatal if swallowed/inhaled
• May cause drowsiness or dizziness

Material Health hazard with prolonged/repeated exposure

SHELLAC-BASED 
PAINT

• Adverse effects on the kidneys, liver and central 
nervous system

• May cause serious eye damage
• May cause an allergic skin reaction
• May be absorbed through the skin
• Ingestion may cause nausea, diarrhoea and 

vomiting.

SHELLAC POLISH • May cause adverse effects on the central nervous 
system, respiratory tract and mucous membrane

• May cause dizziness, headaches, nausea, 
sickness, vomiting and diarrhoea

• Moderate irritation, discomfort and possible 
damage to eyes

• Skin irritation and/or dermatitis

METHYLATED 
SPIRIT

• Narcotic effect/respiratory irritation  
(after single exposure)

• Can be harmful if swallowed or inhaled
• Causes serious eye irritation
• May cause damage to organs

FRENCH ENAMEL 
VARNISH

• Mild skin irritation
• Irritation and redness in eyes
• May be irritating to the throat
• Inhalation can cause tightness in the chest and 

shortness of breath

FLAME RETARDANT 
LIQUID

• Skin irritation with prolonged exposure
• Eye irritation (minimal exposure)
• Harmful if swallowed

METALLIC POWDERS • Irritation to eyes, skin and lungs

STANDARD PAINT 
STRIPPER

• May cause shortness of breath, tightness of the 
chest, sore throat and cough

• Skin contact can cause irritation
• Causes serious eye irritation and pain
• May cause irritation to the digestive tract, 

abdominal pain and nausea

Material Health hazard with prolonged/repeated exposure

ACETONE • Vapours may cause drowsiness or dizziness
• Irritation to eyes and may cause redness and pain

LATEX • Irritation to eyes, skin and lungs

TWO PART FILLER • Irritation to eyes, skin and lungs

EMULSION GLAZE • Irritation to eyes, skin and lungs

EMULSION PAINT • Non-hazardous
• Contact with eyes may cause mild irritation

BRUSHCOAT 
(IDENDEN, FLINTS)

• Non-hazardous but ingestion may cause 
obstruction

WALNUT DUST • Non-hazardous but inhalation should  
be avoided

FULLERS EARTH • No known delayed effects
• Dust may cause mild eye irritation
• Non-hazardous but inhalation should be avoided

VERMICULITE • Non-toxic but inhalation should be avoided
• Dust may cause mild eye irritation

This poster has been created by the Scenic Painters 
Branch in collaboration with the Props Painters  
Sub-Committee of the Props Branch.

Join the Union for Film 
and TV Scenic Painters

Scan the QR to join Bectu

The Scenic Painters Branch  
has a WhatsApp group

Contact lpd@bectu.org.uk to join 

DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT 
Affects fertility and harmful  
to expectant mothers

Gloves 
must be worn

Eye 
protection 
must be worn

Protective 
clothing 
must be worn

Face mask  
must be worn


